“Christ Church,” First Protestant Church in Jerusalem.

144



CHAPTER 8

“Christ Church,” Jerusalem — The First Protestant Church
“To the Jew first”

Christ Church was completed in 1849. It was the first major modern building in
Jerusalem and the first Protestant Church in the Land of Israel.

This beautiful church was designed to resemble a synagogue from within, two
stone tablets of the Ten Commandments being centrally displayed in predominance,
on the wall behind the main altar. In the 1900’s, however, they were replaced by a
polished oak reredos behind the altar; with the two tablets of the Ten Commandments
predominantly inscribed in golden letters, in Hebrew upon it. On either side of the
Ten Commandments are engraved The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6) and The Nicene, or
Apostles’ Creed (325 A.D.) respectively.

Etched in Hebrew letters upon the front facade of the Main Altar, is Jesus, the
Messiah’s beautiful name, “Emmanuel,” with the crown of Judah and the Star of
David.

The Stained-glass Windows

On either side of the altar rails, on the walls, high above the stone floor, two
magnificent stained-glass windows depict verdant Olive Trees, their lopped-off
branches lying on the ground on each side of the tree trunks. Scripture from the Book
of Romans, Chapter 11, verses 31 and 29 are inscribed in Hebrew beneath each True
Olive Tree masterpiece work of art, reminding Gentile believers in Jesus, the Messiah,
that they are grafted into the true Olive Tree:

That through vour Mercy they also May obtain Mercy

and

For the Gifts and Calling of God are without Repentance

Scripture elaborates upon this eternal Truth, as follows:
And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild

olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them partakest of
the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not against the branches.
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