JOHN JAY
First Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court
and
President of the American Bible Society, 1821-1829
by Dr. Catherine Millard, © 2018.

Nebraksa’s 20th Annual Christian Heritage Week Proclamation.

Wisconsin’s 27th Annual Christian Heritage Week Proclamation.

1745	Born on 12th December in
…His affection for me was
New York City
unbounded, and he knew I was
1764	Graduated from King’s
conscious of it…Thank God, there is
College (Columbia)
another world in which we may meet
1768
Admitted to the bar
and be happy. His being there is a new
1774-77	Member of the Continental
motive to my following his footsteps.
Congress
I assure you I know the value of
1776–	Member of the New York
Christian resignation: it has been
legislature
friendly to me on several occasions,
1776-79	Chief Justice of the New
which may, perhaps, one day furnish
York Supreme Court
us with matter for conversation. I thank
1778-79	President of the Continental
you most sincerely for reminding me
Congress
of the great business and purpose of
1779-82	Minister from the United
my life. Such admonitions, so given,
States to Spain
are never unreasonable, and always
1782-84	Peace Commissioner from
kind. I am persuaded that they who
the United States in Paris
have no regard for their own souls,
1784	Regent of King’s College,
will seldom have much for the interest
New York
and happiness of others…
John Jay, L.L.D., First Chief Justice of the U.S.
1784-89	United States Secretary of
Supreme Court, First Vice-President of the American
Foreign Affairs
Bible Society and its President from 1821-1829.
John Jay was also a first Vice-President
1789-95	Chief Justice of the United
After Gilbert Stuart’s painting of the founding father.
of
the American Bible Society, founded in
Collection
of
the
Supreme
Court
of
the
United
States.
States Supreme Court
1816;
and its President from 1821 to the
1794	Commissioner from the
time of his death in 1829.
United States to Britain
1795-1801 Governor of New York
The American Bible Society began on May 8th, 1816, as
1816
Vice President of the American Bible Society
follows:
1821-1829 President of the American Bible Society
1829
Died on May 17th in Bedford, New York.
At a Meeting of the Delegates from different Bible
Frequently asked questions about John Jay:
Societies, convened in the Consistory Room of the Reformed
Dutch Church on the 8th day of May, 1816: Joshua M.
1. As President of the Continental Congress,
Wallace, Esq. of New-Jersey was chosen President of the
Minister from the United States to Spain
Convention, and the Rev. Dr. J.B. Romeyn, and Rev. Lyman
and First Chief Justice of the United States
Beecher, Secretaries.
Supreme Court – what evidence do we
The meeting was then opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr.
have of this founding father’s Christianity?
Nott...To the commissioned delegates were added the following
representatives of their respective Societies: Rev. Dr. Jedediah
John Jay was descended from a French Huguenot family,
Morse, from the Middlesex, New Hampshire and Dartmouth
his father having emigrated to New York. At age eight, Jay
University Bible Society; Mr. William Jay, from the Westchester
was sent to grammar school, taught by the pastor of the French
Bible Society and Rev. Henshaw, Mr. Joshua Sands and General
Huguenot Church at New Rochelle, which prepared him to
Swift from the Bible and Common Prayer Book Society of
enter King’s College at age 14.
Long-Island; John Murray, Jr., Thomas Eddy, John Griscom and
Dr. Valentine Mott of the Society of Friends.
After the death of his beloved father, he wrote the
following lines to a friend:

Mississippi’s 24th Annual Christian Heritage Week Proclamation.

Utah’s 20th Annual Christian Heritage Week Proclamation.
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On Motion,

WISCONSIN, continued from page 2

MISSISSIPPI, continued from page 2

Resolved unanimously, That it is expedient to establish without
delay, a general Bible Institution, for the circulation of the Holy
Scriptures without note or comment.

the United States. The interview was very informative! May
the Lord richly bless you! In Christ, Jim Schneider.” Another
letter, received from a prisoner, is hereunder excerpted:

the sovereign State for which it stands, with pride in her
history and achievements and with confidence in her future
under the guidance of Almighty God.”1

“Dear brothers & sisters in Christ at Christian Heritage
Ministries, Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!
I recently heard an interview with Catherine Millard on the
Crosstalk radio program on the Rejoice Broadcast Network
89.7 FM-KPCS, Princeton, MN. I very much enjoyed listening
to all of her expert knowledge in the field of the Christian
heritage of the United States of America. I was really stirred
and inspired by it all, and want to learn so much more. I was
hoping very much that your excellent ministry could assist me
in my search for more knowledge in this area. I was wondering
if you happened to have a periodical mailing in print that you
send out; whether that be a newsletter, or the like. If there
is no cost to get on the mailing list, then please place me on
the list to start receiving it right away. Since I do not have
access to the web to view your catalog of products online, I
was hoping that you might have a catalog in print of all your
resources that you could send me…What I am specifically
looking for is a history written from a Christian vantage point
so that it highlights and emphasizes the Christian influence as
it steps through the history. If I were to just have somebody
go on Amazon for me and buy just any old history on Colonial
and New Nation America, written from a secular viewpoint,
I’m sure that it would contain excessive bias and ignore and
deemphasize the Christian heritage of this great nation…I
really anticipate hearing back from you, and becoming more
involved in all that your ministry does. May the Lord bless
you so much in all of your endeavors! And I pray that He uses
your work greatly to open people’s eyes to the deception that
is going on, in which the mainstream intelligentsia is trying to
disseminate their narrative of the totally secular origins of this
nation. May hearts be inspired as they learn that this nation
was consecrated to the Lord Jesus Christ upon the Puritans
first setting foot upon its soil!

Mississippi’s 24th Annual Christian Heritage Week’s participants
included, Tate Baptist Church; Wesley Biblical Seminary; Hillcrest
Christian School; Bailey Magnet School; First Baptist Church;
Tupelo Christian Academy and Cornerstone Church.

Officers of the American Bible Society elected were the
Honorable Elias Boudinot, of New Jersey as President, and
the Honorable John Jay of New York, as Vice-President,
together with 22 additional Vice-Presidents from seventeen
States, and the District of Columbia. Founding fathers, Hon.
John Langdon of New Hampshire and Hon. Charles C.
Pinckney of South Carolina; including Honorable Bushrod
Washington (George Washington’s nephew), of Virginia; and
Joseph Nourse, Esq. (First Registrar of the Treasury) of the
District of Columbia, were among the Vice-Presidents.
Its CONSTITUTION reads as follows:
1. This Society shall be known by the name of
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which
the sole object shall be, to encourage a wider
circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note
or comment. The only copies in the English
language to be circulated by the Society, shall be
of the version now in common use.
2. This Society shall add its endeavours to those
employed by other Societies, for circulating the
Scriptures throughout the United States and their
territories; and shall furnish them with stereotype
plates, or such other assistance as circumstances
may require. This Society shall also, according to
its ability, extend its influence to other countries,
whether Christian, Mahometan, or Pagan.
3. All Bible Societies shall be allowed to purchase
at cost from this Society, Bibles for distribution
within their own districts. The members of all
such Bible Societies as shall agree to place
their surplus revenue, after supplying their own
districts with Bibles, at the disposal of this
Society, shall be entitled to vote in all meetings
of the Society; and the officers of such Societies
shall be, ex officio, directors of this Society…1

The first American Missionary Bible,
1663.

The first Dakota Bible, 1879.

The first English Bible printed in America bears the date
1782, sponsored by Congress, and referred to as the “Bible of
the Revolution;” for under English rule no English Bible could
be printed in the Colonies. The first Bible to bear the American
Bible Society imprint is a fine duodecimo of 1816 – the King
James version of the English Bible. Another important Bible
published by the Society is Christopher Saur’s German Bible
of 1743, the first American Bible in a language of western
Europe. A major endeavor of the Society, dear to the hearts
of many of its members, past and present, was to provide for
young and newly established Christian communities all over the
world. Throughout its history the Society has worked with the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and
other missionary societies, even with individual missionaries, in
furthering translation and publication in languages, more often
than not never before committed to paper. In the 1830’s work
was begun on the African continent with a Grebo (Liberian)
St. Matthew’s Gospel, and in the Orient with the support of
Chinese translations.

Yours so faithfully & truly in Christ,”
(signed) R.J., Prisoner, MN.
Editor’s Note: “When I was in prison you visited Me…”
(Christ’s words in Matthew’s Gospel, 25:36.)

The first Bible printed in the western hemisphere was the
Algonquin Indian Bible of 1663, translated by John Eliot.
Scriptures for the American Indians were the concern of the
American Bible Society less than six months after its founding
in 1816, and two years later its first Indian publication
appeared, the Epistles of St. John in Delaware (1818). The
only complete Bible for the Indians of the United States, other
than the Algonquin Bible of John Eliot, was the first Dakota
Bible, published in 1879. Translation and publication were also
carried out in Seneca, Mohawk, Ojibwa, Choctaw, Muskogee,
and Cherokee, and later the Society printed translations for
the Navahos, Comanches, and Cheyennes.
___________________
1
Excerpted from, The Truth about the Founding Fathers of the American
Republic, © 2015 by Catherine Millard.

Our heartfelt thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Rivers, for their important role in the
foundations and development of “Christian
Heritage Week, Wisconsin” to God’s own
glory.

The first American Bible in
English, 1782. “The Bible of The
Revolution”.
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The first American Bible in a west
European language, 1743.

Our appreciation goes to State Coordinator,
Senator Richard White, for his faithful role
in the establishment and continuance of
“Mississippi Christian Heritage Week,” to the
glory of Almighty God.

UTAH CELEBRATES HER 20th ANNUAL
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK
October 7-13, 2018
Proclaimed by Governor Gary R. Herbert
Whereas, the Preamble to the Constitution of the State of
Utah states that, Grateful to Almighty God for life and liberty,
we, the people of Utah, in order to secure and perpetuate the
principles of free government, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.
Of Historic Interest
State Song: “Utah We Love Thee” by Evan Stephens.
This song was written to commemorate Utah’s statehood as
the 45th State. The name “Utah” originates from the Indian
word “upper.”2
State Motto: “Industry.” Officially adopted on March
4th, 1959.3
Among the Christian schools, ministries and churches
celebrating “Utah’s 20th Annual Christian Heritage Week”
were, Grace Baptist Church and School; Layton Christian
Academy; Mount Vernon Christian Academy; Intermountain
Christian School; Carden Academy and Salt Lake Christian
Academy.
Sincere thanks go to Principal James Kerr, for
his stance to perpetuate “Christian Heritage
Week, Utah” reaching the youth of Utah
with Judeo-Christian origins of the nation,
honoring God.

___________________
1
Excerpted from, The Christian Heritage of the 50 United States of America,
© 2000 by Catherine Millard.
2
Ibid. 3 Ibid.
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NEVADA, continued from page 1

NEBRASKA, continued from page 1

history. Rancher, State legislator, lawyer, district attorney,
associate and Chief Justice of the Nevada Supreme Court,
U.S. Senator, he was born in Reno, Nevada, August 8, 1876,
the son of rancher parents. He was a University of Nevada
graduate, where he excelled as an athlete, debater and orator.
He studied law while herding sheep, and was admitted to the
Nevada Bar in 1905. A State legislator in 1903, he sponsored
and fought through to passage in Nevada the country’s first law
limiting a man’s hours of work to an eight-hour day –an act
whose Constitutionality was challenged through to the U.S.
Supreme Court, and there upheld…Elected to the Supreme
Court of Nevada in 1912, he served as Chief Justice in 19171918. His opinions remain as prized legal text material, one
in fingerprinting still required reading for Scotland Yard, and
others dealing with minerals, water, and community property
still standing as legal landmarks…His record was one of
boldness and courage in the Hall of Congress where he was
a great defender of the Constitution of the United States, a
heroic figure dedicated to protecting his country from enemies
without and subversives within…”1

capital letters, the motto: ‘Equality before the Law,’ and the
circle to be surrounded with the words ‘Great Seal of the State
of Nebraska, March 1st, 1867.”3

Among the ministries, churches and Christian schools
participating in Nevada’s 22nd annual Christian Heritage
Week were, Reno Christian School; Mountain View Christian
School; Summit Ridge Christian School; Cornerstone
Christian Academy; Sparks First Church of the Nazarene;
Calvary Chapel Christian School and Excel Christian
Academy. “Sounds of the Spirit” Christian radio also broadcast
this exciting historic week.
Many thanks to State Coordinators, Mr.
and Mrs. Kirk Vitto, for their continued
faithfulness to Christ’s cause among the
youth of Nevada through “Christian Heritage
Week, Nevada” to the glory of God.
MISSISSIPPI, continued from page 1
and the different modes of worship shall be held sacred. The
rights hereby secured shall not be construed to justify acts of
licentiousness injurious to morals or dangerous to the peace
and safety of the State, or to exclude the Holy Bible from use
in any public school of this State.
Of Historic Interest:
State Seal: The present State Seal has been in use since
Mississippi became a State in 1817. It is described as follows:
“The Great Seal of the State of Mississippi” around the
margin, and in the center an eagle with an olive branch and a
quiver of arrows in its claws.2
Pledge to the Flag: “I salute the flag of Mississippi and

Those schools, ministries and churches observing
“Nebraska’s 20th Annual Christian Heritage Week,” included,
Lutheran Schools of Lincoln, No. Sy.; Westwood Heights Baptist
Church; Lincoln Lutheran Jr./Sr. High School; Cornerstone
Christian Academy and Church; Park Avenue Christian School
and Community Church; St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and
School; Faith Lutheran Church and School; Trinity Lutheran
School and College View Academy and Helen Hyatt Elementary
School. Governor Pete Ricketts’ proclamation was heralded
via KCMI Christian Radio, reaching many with historic truth.
State Coordinator, Mr. Gary Armquist is to be
commended for his steadfastness in reaching the
youth of Nebraska – her future leaders – with
Nebraska’s, and the nation’s, original history
and heritage through “Christian Heritage Week,
Nebraska” glorifying God.

WISCONSIN, continued from page 1
Of Historic Interest:
State Flag: The State Flag is an integral part of the State
Seal. In 1979, the word WISCONSIN and the date of her
statehood, 1848, were inserted in white letters and numbers,
above and below the official Coat of Arms, respectively, by
the Legislature.4
State Song: “On Wisconsin!” Its music was composed
by William T. Purdy in 1909. The State Song was officially
adopted in 1959.5

The first Hawaiian Bible, 1839.

The first Bible published by the
American Bible Society, 1816.

The first Chinese New Testament was published in 1814;
The Danish-English New Testament, in 1849. The American
Bible Society was responsible for the first Bibles in Zulu
(1883), Japanese (1887), Siamese (1896), Hawaiian (1839),
Gilbertese (1893), and many others, to include the Urdu New
Testament (1873) and The Chinese-Mandarin New Testament,
printed in 1885 in Shanghai at the American Presbyterian
Mission Press for the American Bible Society. The Psalter in
Judeo-Spanish was printed in Constantinople (now Istanbul)
by the American Bible Society in 1878, intended for the use
of Jewish exiles from Spain, known as Sephardim, who had
settled in Turkey, Italy and Holland. Since the beginning of
the nineteenth century practically all editions were prepared
for Spanish speaking Jews in Turkey and printed in Hebrew
character. The Psalter of 1878 was a new version prepared by a
missionary of the Church of Scotland.

Among Christian schools, churches and ministries
participating in “Wisconsin’s 27th Annual Christian Heritage
Week” were, Grace Christian School; Heritage Christian
Schools; Central Wisconsin Christian School; Racine Christian
School; Union Grove Christian School and Homeschoolers.
My September 12th hour-long interview with Jim Schneider,
Executive Director of Voice of Christian Youth, America on
the topic of The History of Christian Heritage Week in the
50 United States of America, was heard on 110 radio stations
nationwide. Also discussed were Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin
Franklin’s Christian documents of American history, together
with the predominance of the Ten Commandments in foremost
legislative, judicial and executive buildings in the nation’s
capital. The following letter ensued, “Thank you for joining
me on Crosstalk yesterday regarding the Christian heritage of

The first Chinese New Testament, 1814.
The Chinese-Mandarin New Testament,
1885

The Bible in German was printed in Philadelphia by
Georg W. Mentz for the American Bible Society in 1834. In the
early years of the American Bible Society, German Scriptures
were secured from the British and Foreign Bible Society in
London. Georg Mentz was the first to print German Bibles
for the Society under contract. By the middle of the century
the Society had secured its own plates and was printing the
German Bible in New York. The translation is that of Martin
Luther, first printed in full in 1534.

see WISCONSIN, page 3

see MISSISSIPPI, page 3
___________________
1
Excerpted from, The Christian Heritage of the 50 United States of America,
© 2000 by Catherine Millard.
2
Ibid.

The Urdu New Testament, 1873.

___________________
Ibid. 4 Ibid. 5 Ibid.
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The Danish-English New Testament, 1849.
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A War Testament was printed in New York by the
American Bible Society in 1864. During the Civil War the
American Bible Society, continuing a policy begun with the
Army and Navy in 1817, supplied Bibles and New Testaments
to the armies of both sides. More than 3,000,000 volumes had
been distributed to soldiers in this way by the end of the war.
A hand-written note in one volume gives confirmation of such
a book’s value:

Barbier, and perfected to its present form by Louis Braille,
whose name it bears. In 1874, after the Bible Society had
distributed over 19,000 volumes to the blind, Mr. William
B. Waite of the New York Institute for the Blind developed
a rearrangement of the Braille system, known as New York
Point. Shown is the first, of eleven volumes of one of Helen
Keller’s earlier Bibles. It is printed in the New York Point
System.1

“This is the Holy Bible Precious Book Divine,
and from its sacred pages, O the Blessed comfort
and consolation I received while passing through
the awful strife, the Civil War, from 1861 to 1865,
while on the long and weary marches and the
lonely camps in the prison pens, those awful dens.
There too in the midst of 5,700 prisoners, I read
from these Blessed pages, and the Spirit of the
Blessed Master came upon us all and we rejoiced
in the Spirit of the Lord. Amen.”
Helen Keller’s Bible was printed in Louisville by the
American Publishing House for the Blind for the American
Bible Society in 1908. The census of 1835 listed 5,000 blind
persons in the United States. With this information before it,
the Board of the American Bible Society decided to do all in
its power to provide the blind with written Scriptures. Shortly
afterwards, supported by American Bible Society funds, Dr.
Samuel Gridley Howe of the Perkins School for the Blind
(Watertown, Massachusetts) devised the first really practical
system to be used in the United States. In April of 1843 the
stereotyped plates for the complete Bible in line letter were
finished. Ever since, the Bible Society has been foremost in
providing he Scriptures for the blind in a variety of systems.
The point character was invented by the Frenchman, Charles
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Helen Keller’s Bible.

Worthy of note is that John Jay, first Vice-President
in 1816, and President (1821-1829) of the American Bible
Society, served as the first Chief Justice of the newly-formed
United States of America from 1789-1795, being chosen and
appointed by its first President, George Washington – a fellow
Christian, whose numerous Bibles have been preserved for
posterity.

Washington Catherdral Rare Book Libarary.
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NEBRASKA CELEBRATES HER 20th
ANNUAL CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK
September 16-22, 2018
Proclaimed by Governor Pete
Ricketts

September 9-15, 2018
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Whereas the Preamble to
the Constitution of the State
of Nevada states that, We the
people of the State of Nevada,
grateful to Almighty God for
our freedom, in order to secure
its blessings, insure domestic
tranquility, and form a more
perfect Government do establish
this Constitution.

Whereas the Preamble to
the Constitution of the State of
Nebraska states that, We, the
people, grateful to Almighty God
for our freedom, do ordain and
establish the following declaration
of rights and frame of government.

Of Historic Interest:
Organization of the American Church in Christ Church, 1785, stained-glass
State Seal: “The eastern part
Of Historic Interest:
window (circa 1861). Rev. Dr. William White (George Washington’s pastor)
Patrick McCarran (1876- presides, with delegates from seven States in attendance. Removed to storage of the circle to be represented
by a steamboat ascending the
1954) was selected by the citizens from Christ Church, Philadelphia, September, 1986.
Missouri river; the mechanic
of Nevada as their greatest hero
arts to be represented by a smith with a hammer and anvil;
in the U.S. Capitol’s National States’ Hall of Fame. The
in the foreground, agriculture to be represented by a settler’s
program of the Unveiling Ceremonies of his statue records the
cabin, sheaves of wheat, and stalks of growing corn; in
following for posterity: “He was champion of the American
the background a train of cars heading toward the Rocky
way of life – won acclaim as a U.S. Senator who authored
Mountains, and on the extreme west, the Rocky Mountains
or sponsored as much constructive legislation for the benefit
to be plainly in view; around the top of this circle, to be in
of his country and his State as any single man in American
see NEVADA, page 2

see NEBRASKA, page 2

WISCONSIN CELEBRATES HER 27th
ANNUAL CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

MISSISSIPPI’S 24th ANNUAL
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

September 9-15, 2018
Proclaimed by Governor Scott Walker

September 23-29, 2018
Proclaimed by Governor Phil Bryant

Whereas the Preamble to the Constitution of the State of
Wisconsin states that, We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful
to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its
blessings, form a more perfect government, insure domestic
tranquility and promote the general welfare, do establish this
Constitution.

Whereas, the Constitution of the State of Mississippi states
that, We the people of Mississippi in convention assembled,
grateful to Almighty God, and invoking His blessing on
our work, do ordain and establish this Constitution…no
preference shall be given by law to any religious sect or mode
of worship; but the free enjoyment of all religious sentiments

see WISCONSIN, page 2

see MISSISSIPPI, page 2
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